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MINUTES OF THE 21¢ BOARD OF RESEARCH MEETING HELD ON 9 APRIL 2022, THROUGH VIRTUAL MODE

SATHYABAMA INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, CHENNAI @ 10.00 AM

The Board of Research meeting was held on 9" April, 2022 convened by the Director (Research).

MEMBERS:
Internal Members:
1) Dr. T.Sasipraba Vice-Chancellor
2) Dr. E. Logashanmugam Pro Vice-Chancellor
3) Dr.S.S.Rau Registrar
4) Dr.B.Sheela Rani Director(Research)
5) Dr. G. Sundari Director (Administration)
6) Dr.S. Igni Sabasti Prabu Controller of Examination
7) Dr. N. M. Nandhitha Dean (School of Electrical and Electronics Engineering)
8) Dr. S. Prakash Dean (School of Mechanical Engineering) '
9) Dr. Bhuvaneshwari Dean (School of Management Studies)
0) Dr.T.Sasikala, Dean (School of Computing)
11) Dr. Dilshad Shaik, Dean (School of Law)
12) Dr. Thayumanavan Dean (Dental College and Hospital)
13) Dr.J Karthikeyan Invitee, Associate Professor, Dept. of Chemistry
14) Dr. V. Ramesh Kumar Head, Dept. of Biotechnology - Inclusion

External Members:

1)
2)

3)

Dr. S. Bose, Professor, DCSE, CEG, Anna University, Chennai.

Dr. R. Govindaraj, Senior Principal Scientist, CEERI Centre, CSIR Madras Complex, Taramani, Chennai -
600 113.

Dr. A. Velayudham — Visiting Professor, Dept. of Manufacturing Engineering, College of Engineering
Guindy, Anna University, Chennai-25. & Scientist 'G', (Retd.), Additional Director (Mfg.), CVRDE, DRDO
Min. of Defence, Avadi, Chennai-54.

Dr. Mukesh Doble —Professor, Ph.D, University of Aston (UK), Department of Biotechnology, Bhupat and
Indian Institute of Technology Madras, Chennai — 600 036. :

Dr. M. Alagar, Professor of Chemistry(Retd), Anna University, Chennai - 600 025.

Dr.M.Pradeep Kumar, Professor, Director, AU-FRG Institute for CAD/CAM, Dept. of Mechanical Engg.,
College of Engineering, Guindy, Anna University, Chennai - 600025

Dr.M.Mathirajan, Chief Research Scientist, Department of Management Studies, Indian

Institute of Science (I1Sc), Bangalore.
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The Vice Chancellor grested everyone and thanked the members of the board for their continuous support which
enables to improve the quality of research. She also insisted that this meeting will primarily focus on the Ph.D
Regulations 2022. She informed about the Research promotion policy, Ethics for research adopted in the
University and opened the floor for discussion on various points of the agenda. Director (Research) introduced the
new member Dr.Ramesh kumar, Head, Dept. of Biotechnology and then presented the report on the academic
research activities for the last six months time period.

BOR 21.1

Academic Research activities for the period November 2021 — March 2022

Ph.D Admissions

For the session January 2022, as per UGC guidelines on Examination (D.0.No F.1-1/2020 (Secy) dated 29th
April 2020), considering the situation of COVID-19 pandemic, the selection for Ph.D Admission for January
2022 was based on Online Entrance Examination followed by Virtual Screening Presentation which was held
on 12t and 13t November, 2021 respectively. 11 candidates have registered under Full-Time mode, and 66
Candidates have registered under Part-Time mode.

Supervisor Recognition:

23 Faculty have been recognized as supervisors for the period January to June 2022. 5 from Faculty of
Computer Science and Engineering, 4 from Faculty of Electrical Engineering, 1 from Faculty of Mechanical
Engineering, 1 from Faculty of Chemical Engineering, 4 from Faculty of Science(Mathematics), 5 from Faculty
of Science(Life Sciences), 3 from Faculty of Science(Physics).

Defending Viva Voce Examination

For the academic year 2021 - 2022, from 1st November 2021 to till date, 58 candidates have completed the
defending Viva Voce successfully. Indian and Foreign Examiners reports have been received for 31
Candidates and are yet to conduct Viva Voce.

BOR 21.2

Action taken on the 20t Board of Research meeting

o BOR 20.2 - R.Manjusha (Reg. no. 2010791225), - Registration Cancelled - Intimated through registered
post. (Revised thesis not Received even after 2 years).

o BOR 20.5 - Faculty of Management, Faculty of Science, Faculty of Humanities - Implemented

e BOR 20.12 - Registration has been cancelled for 47 candidates for course discontinuation, non conduct of
first DC meeting, for not confirming their Provisional Registration, for no work progress and for not extending
their time period officially beyond the maximum time period.

e BOR 20.7 - P. Raji (Reg. No. 2013195107) - Registration Cancellation — To be Intimated through
registered post. (Viva Voce Not conducted even after Two years)
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BOR 21.3

1, UGC (Minimum standards and Procedures for Award of Ph.D degree) Regulations 2022
— For Discussion and approval

Eligibility
Dr.Alagar suggested to proceed with the norms as suggested by UGC.
Dr.Mathirajan commented that a candidate who seek admission after a 4 year/ 8 Semesters bachelor
degree with research should satisfy the following criterion.

« He/She should be working in the same research organization for a minimum of 3 years.

o HelShe should undergo rigorous interview process during admission.

o Hel/She should not resign the organization till the award of Ph.D degree.

e He/She should identify a Co-supervisor from the same organization.
Dr.Velayudham suggested to consider the publications given by the applicant in a referred journal  also
some additional subjects to be given with increased credits.
Dr.Mukesh Doble suggested (over mail) the following

e He/She should be working in the same research organization for a minimum of 3 years, carrying

out research and not working in admin/sales/purchase/management.
e The Organization should issue a letter stating that who would be the Co-Supervisor from the
organization and that the time off given to his to carry out his research.

e A minimum of 3 years for full time and 4 years for part time is to be maintained.
Finally it was decided to consider it as a case by case approach and to get approval from BOR members.
Ph.D Programme and Place of Research
Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology offers full ime Ph.D programme for a minimum period of
3 years and part time for a minimum period of 4 years.
Dr.Alagar suggested to reduce to 2 years for full time for Engineering and 3 years for Science.
Dr.Mathirajan questioned about the rationale followed for the suggestion given by Dr.Alagar.
Dr.R.Govindaraj added to his comments that Engineering graduates spend 4 years of UG and 2 years of
PG, whereas Science graduates spend 3 years of UG and 2 years of PG, and hence the variation in the
duration of Ph.D programme.
It is decided by all the members that uniformity is to be followed but a provision can be given that under
extraordinary circumstances with the recommendations of the board, a relaxation can be given in the time

period.
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Procedure for Admission

Dr.Alagar and Dr.Govindaraj suggested to proceed with the norms as suggested by UGC.

Dr.Alagar asked to give weightage for experience, publication of articles, research competency during
interview process.

Dr.Mathirajan advised to give bifurcation while conducting interview but not to explicitly define the process.
Allocation of Research Supervisor, Recognition of Research Supervisor, Allotment of number of
candidates to a supervisor, Duration of the Ph.D. program, Extension of time from the maximum duration
follows the same regulations as of 2018.

Course Work:Credit Requirements and Comprehensive Examination

It was decided that as per the norms, a candidate with PG degree have {0 satisfy minimum of 12 credits
and a candidate with UG degree should satisfy minimum of 16 credits.

Confirmation of Provisional Registration, Research Advisory / Doctoral Committee, Cancellation of
registration, Submission of Synopsis, The Act of Plagiarism, Submission of Thesis, Thesis Evaluation,
Oral examination, lIssuing A Provisional Certificate, Award of Ph.D. Degree, Depository With
Inflibnet/Institutional E-Archive, Publication of Thesis, Power to Modify follows the same regulations as of
2018.

Code and Conduct of Ethics

A draft of the Policy document adopted for ethics and research has been put to Board of Research
members for approval.

Dr.Alagar suggested that based on the nature of crime one have the right to appeal directly to law
enforcing authority.

Dr.Mathirajan suggested that it can be initially discussed with head of the department in consultation with
research supervisor and then to director research . A Committee can be formed and can be appealed to
Vice Chancellor.

Finally it is decided to modify based on the suggestions given and also to get the approval from legal

advisor of the University.

2. Change of Faculty of Engineering for award of Ph.D degree.
Name of the Candidate : Ms. Shiyon Plamkoottahil Johnson
Reg.No. : 2022192108

UG : B.E - Electronics & Communication Engineering

PG : MS Electrical Engineering
Topic : Automated detection of different stages of diabetic retinopathy in digital colour fundus images.
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