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MINUTES OF THE 19h BOARD OF RESEARCH MEETING HELD ON 16h APRIL 2021, THROUGH VIRTUAL

MODE SATHYABAMAINSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, CHENNAI@ 10.00 A.M, 

The Board of Research meeting was held on 16h April, 2021 convened by the Director (Research) 

MEMBERS 
Internal Members: 

1) Dr. T Sasipraba 
2) Dr. E. Logashanmugam 

3) Dr. Wilson Aruni 

4) Dr. S.S. Rau 

Vice-Chancellor - Chairman

Pro Vice-Chancellor 

Pro Vice-Chancellor 

Registrar 
Director(Research) - Member Secretary and Convener

Director (Administration) 
5) Dr.B.Sheela Rani 

6) Dr.G. Sundari

7) Dr. S. Igni Sabasti Prabu 

8) Dr. N. M. Nandhitha 

9) Dr. S. Prakash

10) Dr. Bhuvaneshwari 
11) Dr.T.Sasikala, 
12) Dr. Dilshad Shaik, 

13) Dr. Thayumanavan 

14) DrJ.Karthikeyan 

Controller of Examination 

Dean (School of Electrical and Electronics Engineering) 
Dean (School of Mechanical Engineering) 

Dean (School of Managerment Studies)
Dean (School of Computing) 
Dean (School of Law) 
Dean (Dental College and Hospital) 

Invitee, Associate Professor, Dept. of Chemistry 

External Members: 

1) Dr. S. Bose, Professor, DCSE, CEG, Anna University, Chennai. 

2) Dr. R. Govindaraj, Senior Principal Scientist, CEERI, CSIR Madras Complex, Taramani, Chennai. 

3) Dr. A. Velayudham - Visiting Professor, Dept. of Manufacturing Engineering, CEG, Anna 

University, Chennai & Scientist 'G, (Retd.), Additional Director (Mig.), CVRDE, DRDO Min. of 

Defence, Avadi, Chennai. 

4) Dr. Mukesh Doble -Professor, Indian Institute of Technology Madras, Chennai. 

5) Dr. M. Alagar, Professor of Chemistry(Retd), Anna University, Chennai. 

6) Dr.M.Pradeep Kumar, Professor, Director, AU-FRG Institute for CADICAM, Dept. of Mechanical 

Eng.. College of Engineering, Guindy, Anna University, Chennai. 

7) Dr.M.Mathirajan, Chief Research Scientist, Department of Management Studies, Indian Institute 

of Science (IlSc), Bangalore. 

The Vice Chancellor greeted everyone and informed that this is the second meeting being conducted 

online due to COVID-19. She appreciated the research contribution given by the faculty towards 

publications and projects. Due to sad demise of one of our member Dr. E. Natarajan, Professor & Dean, 

CEG, Director, Institute for Energy Studies, Anna University, Chennai and to pay respect to his soul a one 
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minute sience was observed. She introduced and welcomed the new member Dr.M.Pradeep Kumar, 
Professor, Director, AU-FRG Institute for CAD/CAM, Dept. of Mechanical Engg., College of Engineering 

Gundy, Anna University, Chennai and opened the floor for discussion on various points of the agenda. 
Director (Research) presented the report on the academic research activities for the last six months time 

period 

BOR 19.1 

Academic Research activities for the period September 2020- March 2021 

Ph.D Admissions 

For the session January 2021, as per UGC guidelines on Examination (D.O.No F.1-1/2020 (Secy),dated 

29th April 2020), considering the situation of COVID-19 pandemic, the selection for Ph.D Admission for 

January 2021 is based on Online Entrance Examination followed by Virtual Screening Presentation which 
was held on 9th and 10th January, 2021.5 candidates have registered under Full-Time mode, 1 Candidate 

registered under Part-Time (Internal) mode and 85 Candidates have registered under Part-Time (External) 

mode 

Supervisor Recognition: 
23 Faculty have been recognized as supervisors for the year 2021. 4 from Faculty of Computer Science 
and Engineering, 4 from Faculty of Electronics Engineering, 1 from Faculty of Electrical Engineering, 3 from 

Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, 1 from Faculty of Architecture, 1 from Faculty of Bio Engineering, 1 

from Faculty of Business Administration, 1 from Faculty of Science and Humanities (English), 1 from 

Faculty of Science and Humanities (Mathematics), 1 rom Faculty of Science and Humanities (Physics),1 
from Faculty of Science and Humanities (Chemistry), 1 from Faculty of Science and Humanities (Life 

Sciences), 3 from Faculty of Science and Humanities (Management Sciences). 

Defending Viva Voce Examination 
For the academic year 2019 -2020, on account of COVID, e-Convocation was held on 18-09-2020. 134 

candidates have been awarded with Ph.D degree. As per the recommerndations given by the Board of 

Research members, Col.Dr.Jeppiaar best thes is award was given to Dr.Sudha Uthaman, under the 
Faculty of Science and Humanities (Lfe Sciences) based on the criterion 1. Putblications High F, CIF, 
Citation 2. Impact on Research 3. Impact on Society 4. Comments from Indian and Foreign Examiners. 

For the academic year 2020-2021 to till date, 63 candidates have been recommended for award of Ph D 

degree to the board, based on the research scholar's work, Indian and Foreign Examiners reports and on 

conduct of successful defending Ph.D viva-voce examination. 
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BOR 19.2 

Action taken by BOR members during the period Nov/Dec 2020 for the following Special cases 
Case 1: Decision for admission to Ph.DProgramme with Bachelor's degree and R&D experience. 
As per the University regulations, Bachelor's Degree in Engineering/Technology of the institute or any other 

qualitication recognized as equivalent thereto in the field of study with a minimum of 10 years of R&D 
experience in National Research Laboratories/ Public sector undertakings with minimum of three 

publications in refereed journals or two international patents in the last five years. 

Name of CandidateM.R.Bibraj 

Credentials of the candidate. 

Qualification B.E (E&I) First Class with Distinction 
Experience 10 Years 

(2010-2012 -Honeywell Technology Solutions,
2012 2014 Trane Design Centre 
2014 2015 - Danfoss Industries 

2015 Till Date IMD MoES Govt. of India) 
Official Designation ScientistC, Cyclone Warning Centre, Vishakhapatnam. 
Publications:3 Scopus Indexed Journals (2 Published and 1 Accepted) 
Case 2:Candidate has completed Synopsis meeting but huge delay in thesis submission. Hence 
registration has been cancelled. Decision to be taken on the procedures to be followed whether 
candidate can submit thesis or to register with fresh registration. 

Name of the Candidate: R.KARTHIKEYAN 
Registration No. 2008792107 

Faculty: Electronics Engineering 
Title of Research : Obstacle Avoidance And Path Planning Using Adaptive Dynamic Programming and 
Reinforcement Learning In Indoor Environment
Date of conduct of Confirmation meeting 20.07.2011 
Date of Conduct of Synopsis meeting: 23.06.2017 
Publication details: 2 Scopus indexed journals and 2 IEEE Conference. 

BOR members suggested to get the recommendations from Board of Management. 

Approval given in the 59th Board of Management meeting 
(Ref:ltem no 59.6 - 59th Board of management meeting dated 16-3-2021) 

The Director Research placed on record that 52 candidates have completed their Ph.D. after the virtual convocaion that was heid 
in September 2020. All the other research activities like Ph.D. screening and course work exams were conducted online with the 

help of LMS. Citing the minutes of the Board of Research, the Director Research requested the approval of the Board of 
Managernent for permitting a candidate with Bachelor's degree in Engineering for pursuing Ph.D., as the candidate had 10 years 

of R&D experience in National Research Laboratories/ Public sector undertakings with publications in refereed journals in the last 

five years 
Responding to this, Dr Pattnaik advised that an Equivalence committee be constituted which would evaluate and certify the 
candidature. Adding to this, Dr. Sanjay recommended that the Dean be the Chair with an Academic council member in the 

Equivalence committee. Also Dr. Sanjay insisted on the inclusion ot a retired Vice Chancellor which would help in taking pragmatic 

decisions. The Director Research also tabled another candidates issue who had submitted the synopsis but delayed the process 
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of thesis suomission due to family reasons. As it has been 13 years now, the Director Research wanted the board to ratify and 
take a decision on the candidature. Advising on this, Dr. Sanjay recollected an analogy wherein the candidate was permited after 

validating the work. The competence and genuineness of the candidate maybe established after which helshe be 
permitted to submit the thesis. Further, Dr.Pattnaik referred to the condonement of the Vice Chancellor which can be applied in 
this context. ASO It was recommended that a golden chance declaration be introduced to the guidelines. 

Hearing to the recommendations of the BOM, the member Dr.Alagar, suggested that if a candidate is taking 
a huge delay in submission of thesis, a final chance can be given to submit and present the work to an 

Expert Conmmittee and get the recommendations, provided the candidate has the bonafide thesis completed 
in all aspects 
Dr.Mathirajan suggested, to allow the students to submit a draft thesis, directly to the Director (Research) of 
the University by paying the dues (that is all the fees for the periods). After the submission, his/her thesis 
should be reviewed by the set of experts, who are formed by the Director (Research). Once the experts 
accepted the draft thesis based on their assessment, then the Director (Research) could forward the thesis 
to the potential examiners for the formal evaluation. This suggestion was given based the procedure at liSc 
and lITs. 

Further for Case 1, forming equivalence committee will lead to subjectivity. Dr.Mathirajan, suggested to 
consider Bachelor's degree and R&D experience candidates for external PhD program subject to allowing 
them to credit more number of courses comparing with Master's degree and R&D experience candidates 
The procedure at lISc and IITs are given as analogy for allowing Bachelor's degree and R&D experience 
candidates for external PhD programme. It is also suggested to make a resolution in this regard. 

For external registrant, the candidate is not necessary to qualify GATE exam. His/her academic qualification 
with minimum number of R&D industry experience is sufficient to register for PhD programme 

Also during the course of Ph.D programme he has to satisfy 18 credits (8 Courses) for completion of course 
Work. 

BOR 19.3 
Action taken on the 18th Board of Research meeting 

Registration has been cancelled for 64 candidates (List Enclosed) based on the approval given by the 
board in the 18h Board of Research meeting towards discontinuation by candidate, no work progress, Non- 

confirmation of Provisional registration and no official extension approval beyond the maximum time period. 

BOR 19.4 

Supervisor Recognition 
Faculty who are doctorates in Pharmacology and Psychology are interested to guide candidates who 
register in Faculty of science and Humanities Approval Requested 

Decision Taken: 
Faculty who are doctorates in Pharmacology can guide students who register in Faculty of Science and 
Humanities (Life Sciences) 
Faculty who ae doctorates in Psychology can guide students who register in Faculty of Science and 
Humanities (Management Sciences, Social Sciences) 
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It is also adVised that they can be co-supervisor depending on the area of research and it it is 

interdisciplinary. 

BOR 19.5 

Coursera and Udemy courses - Eligibility for Ph.D Coursework 

Coursera and Udemy are skill oriented courses. Can it be considered as one of the coursework subject im 

Ph.D Programme - For Discussion 

Decision Taken: 
NPTEL and Swayam follow credits as below 
4 weeks course with weekly assignments and one proctored exam -1 credit 

8 weeks course with weekly assignments and one proctored exam-2 credits 
12 weeks course with weekly assignments and one proctored exam-3 Credits 
Whereas cOursera and udemy conducts 15 hours of class with assignments and quiz and no credits 

assigned 
Hence, it is recommended to consider only NPTEL and Swayam for Ph.D requirement to avoid dilution. 

These coursera and udemy can be undergone by the individual for his professional career 

BOR 19.6 

Candidate Expired (Mr.Gopalakrishnan, Reg. no. 2013799301) - Reports Received from both examiners 

and yet to conduct Viva Voce - Official letter of request from Supervisor for presentation on behalf of 

candidate - For Discussion 

Decision Taken: 
It is most unfortunate and hence the request made by the supervisor is strongly recommended. Also 

members suggested to award the candidate with the degree as a tribute to his family members as a special 

case. Hence recommended to seek for approval from Board of Management. 

BOR 19.7 

Thesis Evaluation Reports received from examiners with corrections for resubmission of thesis - Huge 

delay in submission of revised thesis. 

R.Majusha (Reg. no. 2010791225), L.Prabhu (Reg. no. 2010194206) 
Received reports from Examiners by October 2017/September 2017. Foreign Examiner had recommended. 
Indian Examiner deferred his recommendation by raising queries and suggested to correct the thesis and to 

be sent for re-evaluation. Candidate did not respond to the above Decision requested. 

S.S.Anugraha (Reg. no. 2011798101) 
Received reports from Examiners by December 2019. Indian Examiner had recommended. Foreign 
Examiner deferred his recommendation by raising queries and suggested to correct the thesis and to be 
sent for re-evaluation. Candidate did not respond to the above Decision requested. 

Dr Mathirajan suggested Since already there is a huge delay, it was suggested to explore the approach of 
sending the thesis to the THIRD examiner with the current version of the thesis (subject to both scholar and 
the Guide strongly feel that the report received from the examiner is not acceptable and that could be one 
of the reasons for the scholar's delay in his/her responds to the examiner's report). If we accept this 
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approach, at the time of reporting the examiners' reports for recommending the degree, all the reports 
including the one who deferred the recommendation) should be reported. 
Giving 3 months' time and facing the situation of examiner saying no to re-evaluate the thesis due to huge 
delay would un-necessarily create a new issue!! 

Please note that whatever the situation, if we go to the third examiner, we should not send the evaluation 
reports along with the thesis for evaluation. 

Decision Taken: 
Hence it is decided to give a deadline of 3 months time to submit the corected thesis. If not submitted, then 
to proceed for cancellation of registration. The corected thesis will be sent to the third examiner. 

BOR 19.8 

Urkund-Plagiarism Check Software- Ouriginal 
Usage of Urkund software for plagiarism checking of thesis - To decide on the percentage of similarity 

index. 
Decision Taken: 
It is advised to use any licensed software but care should be taken to avoid litigations. 

BOR 19.9 

Candidates with M.Phil qualification - Exemption from coursework- Duration of course 

Two courseworks have to be completed by candidates who have M.Phil qualification-Exemption 
Request with Training on Research Publication and Ethics - 1 credit- For Discussion 

Duration of Ph.D Programme: Minimum 2 years, maximum 3 years-For Discussion 

Decision Taken: 
if the research carried out in M.Phil and Ph.D are same then coursework exemption can be given for only 2 

courses. If not they have to register for 4 courses only. 
Duration is to be decided only on case to case basis based on reputed publications in journals. 

BOR 19.10 
Duration of Ph.D programme - Full time / Part time - Relaxation by 6 months - Based on 

Research Performance 
As per the regulations duration of Ph.D Programme Full time Minimum 2 years Maximum 5 Years 

For Part time Minimum 4 years Maximum 6 Years. Based on research performance relaxation by 6 

months For Discussion 

Decision Taken: 

On case by case basis, depending on the performance of the candidate, it can be assessed by an expert 

committee and be recommended for award of degree if it is below the minimum duration of time. 

BOR 19.11 

Pursuing Coursework in other Universities 
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Decision Taken: 

A candidate can undergo coursework in any UGC recognized Universities. Results are to be issued only by 

Registrar/COE. It is strongly advised to check the syllabus /Curriculum/Credits/Exam Pattern. The course 

offered should be at post graduate level. 

BOR 19.12 

Cancellation of Registration 

Progress of Research Candidates On Extension/ Break of Study/Cancellation of Ph.D 
Following 24 candidates have requested for course discontinuation, 9 candidates have not conducted first 
DC meeting, 9 candidates have not confimed their Provisional Registration even after the maximum time 

period, 5 candidates for no work progress and tor not extending their time period oficilly beyond the 

maximum time period. Hence cancellation is to be initiated and placed for recommendation by the Board. 

First DC Meeting not conducted 

SI.No. Name of the Candidate Reg.No. 

Reddy.Bhargav 2020194105 

Sravan Kumar Vulchi 2020791104 

Mahesh Kumar.G 2020792106 

Prena Prkash Lahane 2021191102 

Kumbhar Sunil Appaso 2021191111 

Vishnu 2021195103 

N.A Balaj 2021197102 

8 Ubaid Rasool 2021199605 

9 Indhumathi T. 2021199610 

Provisional Registration not confirmed 

SI.No. Name of the Candidate 

N.Suriya 
Reg.No. 
2016792110 

J.Peter Selvaraj 2017792101 
2016792125 Lakshmipraba Balaji 

J.Vijay 
C.V.Niranjan 

3 
2018192103 

2017199605 

Sindhuja.s 2017193103 

7 B.Subhasree 2017796205 

Oleena Thomas 2018191101 

A.Vignesh 2018199603 9 
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Discontinuation 

Sl.No. Name of the Candidate Reg.No. 
1 SaravanaKumar Mahalingam 2019194116 
2 J.Ramesh 2020196102 

Sudha Rajayogan 

Gandepudi Vijaya Raju 
A.Sivaiah 

2014192202 

2018796103 

2019792124 

Pragada Raambabu 

DRamya 
2019796103 
2020191110 

Shaik Thaheer Ahmed 2020191112 

P.Vennila Devi 2020195103 
10 Elsa Jacob 2020791207 

|1 Abarna.S 2018792119 

2 K.Anbunathan 2017191106 

13 Tapaswini Mohapatra 2021196201 

14 K.Sumathi 2015792102 

B.Ramyabanu 2020192104 

Tawseef Ahmad 2020191119 

17 Bharathi 2021199102 

18 Indira.K 2015791203 

19 Janani.S 2015198102 

20 H.S.Manjula 2015792125 

2019799603 Pushparaj Gurusamy 
Karthik Govindaraj 

21 

22 2019198104 

23 J.Mohamed Mohideen Kader 2020192120 

Mastan 

24 Jessy Alexander 2018792120 

Extension meeting not conducted 
SI.No. Name of the Candidate Reg.No. 

2015196109 Samidurai. VN 

Didi Chinnu Raju 2014795103 

Sowmya.B 2014192117 

Alwin Jeo.M 2014794105 

Ranijith kumar L 2014796103 

BOR 19.13 

Break of study- Requested by candidates 
As per the recommendations by the board, the break of study for the duration as requested by the 

candidate is given. 
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July 2020 to December 2020. 
July 2020 to June 2021 

January 2021 to December 2021 
January 2021 to December 2021 

January 2021 to December 2021 

1. 2017796205 B.Subhasree 
G.Vijayalakshmi 2016199601 

2020191118 
2015792112 

J.Aruna 
V.Leena Nangai 

Dhanalakshmi.R 2016191106 

To conclude members have suggested to take a quick survey with students who are ongoing and also with 

completed candidates on the problems and issues faced during the course of study, which would enable us 

to improve. Also insisted to increase the admission under the full time category.

The meting concluded with the vote of thanks given by the Registrar who thanked all the members for 

having given a good for thought. 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE PRESENT FOR THE MEETING 

SI.No. Name Signature 
1. Dr.T.Sasipraba 

Vice-Chancellor, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, 

Chairman, Board of Research 

2 Dr.E.Logashanmugam 
Pro Vice-Chancellor, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

3 Dr.Wilson Aruni 
Pro Vice-Chancellor, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

4. Dr.S.S. Rau 

Registrar, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

5 Dr. B. Sheela Rani 

Director (Research), Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology, 

Convener & Member Secretary, Board of Research 

6 Dr.G.Sundari 
Director(Admin.), Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

7. Dr.S.Igni Sabasti Prabu 
COE, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

8. Dr. S. Bose, 

Professor, DCSE, CEG, Anna University, Chennai 

9 Dr. R.Govindaraj. 
Senior Principal Scientist, CEERI,CSIR Madras Complex, Taramani. 

10 Dr.A.Velayudham, 
Visiting Professor, Dept. of Manufacturing Eng. CEG, Anna 

University, & Scientist 'G', (Retd.),Add Director (Mfg.), CVRDE, DRDO. 

11 Dr. Mukesh Doble, 

Professor, Indian Institute of Technology Madras, Chennai 

12 Dr.M.Alagar, 

Professor of Chemistry(Retd), Anna University, Chennai 

The 

Mailo mnrl 
dlon 
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13 Dr.M.Pradeep Kumar, 
Professor, Director, AU-FRG Institute for CADICAM, Dept. of 
Mechanical Eng. College of Engineering, Guindy, Anna University, 
Chennai 

14 Dr.M.Mathirajan, 

Chief Research Scientist, Department of Management Studies, Indian 

Institute of Science (lISc), Bangalore 
15 Dr.T.Sasikala, 

Dean (School of Computing) 
Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

16 Dr.N.M.Nandhitha, 
Dean (School of Electrical and Electronics Engineering) 
Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

17 Dr.S.Prakash, 
Dean (School of Mechanical Engineering) 
Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

18 Dr.Bhuvaneshwari, 
Dean (School of Management Studies), 
Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

Dr.Dilshad Shaik, 
Dean (School of Law), 
Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

Dr.Thayumanavan, 
Dean (Dental College and Hospital), 

Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

Dr.J.Karthikeyan, 
Assoc. Prof., Dept. of Chemistry, Sathyabama Institute of Science & 

19. 
ABSENT 

20. 

21 

Tech., 
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